During December
1990 the first author took 20 soil samples on the Comoros and Seychelles group of islands in the western Indian Ocean, as well as on NosiKomba, an offshore island near the north western tip of Madagascar. The samples were brought back to the Rand Afrikaans University, where the nematodes were extracted and processed, and are now being studied in collaboration with nematologists from other institutions. This is the first paper in a series dealing with this material, and the sampling sites will accordingly be described in some detail in this paper.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Standard extraction
and fixation techniques were used (Loubser, 1985) and nematodes processed into anhydrous glycerine according to Thorne's slow method. Preparation for SEM was done according to the method described by Swart & Heyns (1987 
